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SUMMARY: PM CARAMANLIS SET THE TONE FOR THE BALKAN CONF, 

WHICH COMMENCED JAN 26, BY REFERRING TO THE HELSINKI 

SPIRIT AND OBSERVING THAT GENERAL CONTRIBUTION OF THE 

TALKS TO IMPROVED REGIONAL RELATIONS WILL BE MORE 

SIGNIFICANT THAN ANY SPECIFIC DECISION TAKEN DURING 

ITS DURATION. MEANWHILE, THE TECHNICAL MEETINGS, IN 

FACT, APPEAR TO HAVE BOGGED DOWN SOMEWHAT OVER PROCEDURAL 

QUESTIONS. THE TALKS ARE SCHEDULED TO CONTINUE UNTIL 

THE MIDDLE OR END OF NEXT WEEK, AT WHICH TIME THE 

EMBASSY WILL FOLLOW UP WITH A MORE DETAILED REPORT. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 ATHENS 00943 301939Z 

END SUMMARY. 
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1 . THE MEETING OF EXPERTS ON ECONOMIC AND TECHNICAL 
COOPERATION AMONG BALKAN STATES SWUNG INTO GEAR ON 
MONDAY IAN26. PM CARAMANLIS UNDERSCORED HIS 
PERSONAL INTEREST IN THE CONFERENCE AND IN IMPROVED 
REGIONAL RELATIONS BY RECEIVING DELEGATION LEADERS ON 
OPENING DAY. CARAMANLIS PRAISED BALKAN GOVTS FOR 
THEIR READINESS TO RESPOND TO THE GREEK INVITATION, AND 
CITED THE CONFERENCE AS A PRACTICAL MANIFESTATION OF THE 
HELSINKI SPRIIT. HE PROBABLY SUMMED UP THE SENTIMENT OF 
ALL PARTICIPANTS (AND OBSERVERS) VIS A VIS THE VALUE OF 
THE MEETINGS WHEN HE STATED THAT HE "ATTACHE GREATER 
IMPORTANCE TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A CLIMATE OF FRIEND- 
SHIP AND MUTUAL CONFIDENCE BETWEEN OUR PEOPLES THAN TO 
ANY SPECIFIC DECISIONS" WHICHMIGHT EMERGE. 

2. COORDINATION MIN PAPALIGOURAS OPENED THE ACTUAL 
CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS WITH CALL FOR DEVELOPMENT OF 
CLOSER COOPERATION BETWEEN THE PARTICIPATING STATES. ALSO 
INVOKING HELSINKI, PAPALIGOURAS STATED THAT DIFFERENCES IN 
SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC SYSTEMS SHOULD NOT BE OBSTACLE TO 

THE COOPERATIVE RESOLUTION OF COMMON PROBLEMS, AND EXPRESSED 
THE HOPE THAT MEETINGS WOULD CONSTITUTE A USEFUL 
STEPPING STONE TO NEW COMMON ENDEAVORS. 

3. THE OPENING STATEMENTS BY THE HEADS OF THE VISITING 
DELEGATIONS ECHOED THE SENTIMENTS OF CARAMANLIS AND 
PAPALIGOURAS - WITH FREQUENT REFERENCES TO THE SPRIIT OF 
HELSINKI. SPEAKING FOR TURKEY, AMB GORKEN (MFA 
DIRGEN FOR ECONOMIC AFFAIRS) OBSERVED THAT 
IMPROVEMENT IN BILATERAL AFFAIRS WOULD BE THE BEST ROUTE 
TO BETTER MULTILATERAL RELATIONS. THE STATEMENT OF THE 
YUGOLAAV DELEGATE (FINANCE UNDERSECRETARY VIDAS) WAS 
PERHAPS THE MOST ENTHUSIASTIC; "ATHENS WILL BE REMEMBERED 
IN THE HISTORY OF THE BALKANS AS THE CITY IN WHICH THE 
FOUNDATIONS OF NEW RELATIONS AND MORE CONSTRUCTIVE INTER- 
BALKAN COOPERATION WERE LAID." ROMANIAN CFONMIN MACOVESCU 
(WHO IS NOT ATTENDING THE CONFERENCE) WAS QUOTED IN LOCAL 
PRESS WITH PERHAPS THE WEEKS MOST PREMATURE OBSERVATION 
SAYING THAT "ROMANIA FAVORED CLOSER COOPERATION IN THE 
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BALKANS, BUT THIS SHOULD NOT LEAD TO THE CREATION OF A 
BALKAN BLOC." 

4. FROM INFO WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO GLEAN FROM 
GREEK SOURCES, MR MACOVESCU CAN RELAX. WHILE THERE 
HAS BEEN A LOT OF RHETORIC, WORKING MEETINGS HAVE 
APPARENTLY BOGGED DOWN ON A VARIETY OF PROCEDURAL ISSUES. 

FOR EXAMPLE, AS OF THRUSDAY, THE AGENDA HAD NOT BEEN 
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FINALIZED, AND THERE WAS A PROLONGED EXCHANGE OVER THE 
CONFERENCES WORKING LANGUAGES. (THE GREEKS PROPOSED 
FRENCH AND ENGLISH AS THE WORKING LANGUAGES WHEREUPON 
THE BULGARIANS COUNTERPROPOSED THAT RUSSIAN BE ALSO INCLUDED. 
HOWEVER, FOR TECHNICAL REASONS THEY ENDED UP WITH FRENCH 
AND ENGLISH.) 

5. THE TALKS ARE EXPECTED TO LAST THROUGH THE MIDDLE OR 
END OF NEXT WEEK, CONCLUDING WITHA PUBLIC SESSION. 

MEANWHILE, HOWEVER, THE CONFERENCE RECEIVED WIDE AND 
FAVORABLE PLAY IN THE GREEK MEDIA LAST WEEKEND AND 
THROUGH THE EARLY PART OF THE WEEK. THE PRESS WAS 
GENERALLY POSITIVE IN ITS COVERAGE BUT RALISTIC OVER 
POTENTIAL DIRECT RESULTS OF CONFERENCE. AS CONFEREES 
TURNED TO CLOSED WORKING SESSIONS IN MID-WEEK, PRESS 
ATTENTION WANED. 

KUBISCH 
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